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PLANNING BOARD MEETING, DECEMBER 7, 2015 

 

Present:   Alfred P. Porro, Jr. Chairman    

Debbie Holmwood, Vice-Chairman 

Paul J. Donohue, Clerk 

    Joseph F. Sheehan 

    Ernie Paciorkowski 

    Paul Halkiotis, Town Planner 

 

7:00 P.M.  The Planning Board meeting was called to order by Mr. Porro, Chairman, in Room 

12, Norwood Town Hall. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Donohue to approve the minutes of November 23, 2015, 

seconded by Mr. Sheehan 

VOTE  5-0 motion passed 

 

 

MEETING CANCELATION 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Donohue to cancel the December 21, 2015 Planning Board 

Meeting, seconded by Ms. Holmwood  

VOTE  5-0 motion passed 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – MAJOR PROJECT/ SPECIAL PERMIT – Boch Inc., 65 

Kerry Place 

 

Present: Atty. James Hilliard 

  Michael Clemmey, applicant 

  Matt Smith, Norwood Engineering 
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Mr. Porro, Chairman, opened the public hearing. 

 

Mr. Donohue, Clerk, read the public hearing notice at it appeared in the Norwood Record 

on November 12, 2015 and November 19, 2015. 

 

Atty. James Hilliard, representing the applicant, stated that they came before the Board 

with applications for a major project/special permit for storage of automobiles at 65 

Kerry Place. The site is comprised of 2.46 acres of undeveloped land that abuts Monkey 

Sports. This area is where there was contamination from hazardous waste but has since 

been cleaned and capped under the watchful eyes of EPA.  

 

Atty. Hilliard said that the proposal before the Board is for the storage of 328 new 

automobiles. There will be no disturbance of the soil and they will be adding up to 8 

inches of gravel over what is there now.  The perimeter of site will have a 6 ft. high fence 

with security cameras. The entrance to the site will be from Kerry Place and there will be 

no car carriers. All the automobiles will be delivered by runners.  

 

Matt Smith described the site and talked about fencing and landscaping. They are 

proposing 16 street trees and 50 shrubs along Dean Street and Kerry Place. The trees will 

be 2” caliber deciduous trees. 

 

Mr. Smith went over some changes that were requested by Mr. Halkiotis and Mark Ryan, 

Town Engineer, which included installing silt socks around the entire perimeter, the edge 

of gravel will be noted on the plan, a locus was added to the plan, a lock box will be on 

the gate and crushed stone will be added to the basins. There are also a number of snow 

storage areas shown on the plans.  

 

Mr. Sheehan asked about the entrances of the site and Mr. Smith pointed out the 

locations.  

 

Ms. Holmwood asked if the fence would be chain link with slats and Mr. Clemmey said 

yes.  Ms. Holmwood noted that this was a five year lease with the same owner involved 

with the hazardous waste removal.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski said that the plans show light poles and wanted to know why. Mr. 

Smith said that they are proposing light poles that will be town standard, 20’ high, and 

shielded in back so they will only face forward. Mr. Paciorkowski asked if the lights will 

be on all night. Mr. Clemmey said that when it gets dark all the lights will come on and at 

9:00 p.m. they will be cut down to a third.  Mr. Paciorkowski said that this is probably the 

most passive use for this area but he hates the idea of open lot storage, people driving by 

on Dean Street and seeing cars being stored. Mr. Paciorkowski would like to see that area 

blocked off so you can’t see the cars from Dean Street.  
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Mr. Clemmey said that he understands and he will do everything he can to make that area 

look nice.  Ms. Holmwood suggested installing something other than a chain link fence, 

like a white pvc fencing. Mr. Clemmey asked about installing the white pvc fence on just 

the Dean Street side and Ms. Holmwood suggested along the backside too.  

 

Mr. Porro said that he didn’t particularly care for the idea of storing vehicles on a site that 

abuts some residential and it will look like an incarceration area with the chain link fence 

with black slats around it. He can’t really support it.  

 

Mr. Porro asked if anyone from the Public would like to comment on the project.  

 

An abutter from Kerry Place said that this is de ja vu with Mr. Laham when he was 

storing cars on a lot beside him and he had a chain link fence with barbed wire and 

Doberman pinchers protecting the cars. He knows that this would not be like that and 

would hate to see the area ruined with a chain link fence.  

 

Agnes Bethany, Dean St/Kerry Place, said that there have been cars parked there forever 

and she would rather look at a chain link fence with black slats than to have two 

restaurants there which would mean more noise and traffic.  

 

Ms. Holmwood wanted to know how long the lease was. Mr. Clemmey said the lease was 

for five years and then another five years. Ms. Holmwood noted that with Mr. Spiegel the 

Board restricted the approval to three years and Mr. Spiegel had to return to ask for two 

more years, so can they do this for Boch? Mr. Porro said that they can put a restriction on 

the time limit in the decision if they chose to do so.  

 

Atty. Hilliard noted that they are requesting just a special permit, not for any time limit, 

permit runs with the land. Atty. Hilliard said that the Board is asking Mr. Boch to go 

through a rather expensive proposition with the fencing, Atty. Hilliard does not think it’s 

fair to put that kind of a burden on someone for five years and then have to abandon it if 

the Board decides they don’t want car storage there after the five years. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis said that the revised plan was just received and he needs to take a look at to 

make sure all the changes have been made for the final review. Mr. Clemmey asked the 

Board if they could make a condition that if all the changes have been made they can 

authorize Mr. Halkiotis to move forward with the approval.  

 

Mr. Halkiotis wanted to clarify that the fence would be six feet high and would be a white 

PVC fence.  Mr. Clemmey stated that he would work with Mr. Halkiotis and Ms. 

Holmwood on the fencing. Ms. Holmwood asked if they had to be specific about the 

fence and the type of trees to be planted.  

 

Mr. Halkiotis said that he can write a condition stating that the fence and trees need to be 

approved by him and Ms. Holmwood.  
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Mr. Halkiotis recommended that the Planning Board close the hearing and he will draft a 

decision for the Board to sign at the next meeting.  

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to close the Public Hearing on the Major Project 

Special Permit for Boch Inc., 65 Kerry Place, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 

VOTE  5-0  motion passed 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to approve the Major Project for Boch Inc., 65 

Kerry Place, with the condition that Mr. Halkiotis review and approve the final plans 

dated 12-07-2015, and the applicant follow up with Mr. Halkiotis regarding the fencing 

and tree plantings, seconded by Ms. Holmwood 

VOTE  4-1 motion passed (Mr. Porro against) 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to approve the Special Permit for Boch Inc., 65 

Kerry Place, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 

VOTE  4-1 motion passed (Mr. Porro against) 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve the Site Plan Review on the Major Project 

Special Permit for Boch Inc., 65 Kerry Place, seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski 

VOTE  4-1-motion passed  (Mr. Porro against) 

 

 

DISCUSSION – Zoning Amendments in the “M” Zone 

 

The Board continued their discussion on potential zoning bylaw amendments for the 

manufacturing zone that will facilitate the redevelopment of some old, outdated 

manufacturing buildings that may be worthy of preservation.  

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 

VOTE  5-0 motion passed 

 

 

This meeting was taped by Norwood Public Access. A copy of the tape is available 

upon request. 

 

 

 

 


